
Since 1987 the Spencerian Saga Workshop/Research Trip has been conducted to introduce enthusiastic participants to the history and techniques 
of American Ornamental Penmanship. ❧ The program continues to serve this purpose annually, attracting individuals from the United States 
and abroad. ❧ 2011 celebrates the 25th year of the Spencerian Saga, and as a special addition to our Traditional and Advanced programs, we are 
offering a most unique weeklong event: The Engrossing Spencerian Saga. 

The focus of the week’s instruction will include techniques of Engrossing: the beautiful art of lettering presented with numerous embellishments 
such as border designs and many ornamental accents. ❧ Used primarily for testimonials, resolutions, recognition certificates and corporate scrolls, 
the practice of traditional Engrossing has become a lost art, with a few opportunities for interested students to learn the vintage techniques practiced 
more than a century ago by our master penmen.

Through this program, the door to this learning opportunity will once again be open. ❧ Participants will be taught such skills as developing 
acanthus leaf patterns, incorporating the “magic” of filigree, creating decorative “title letters”, employing stippling and cross-hatching, gold leaf 
application, painting with gouache and watercolor, toning background areas with watercolor and oil paint, designing useful and attractive borders, 
and of course, learning the valuable aspects of layout and composition. 

Ornamental penmanship will also be presented in the techniques of Off-Hand Flourishing as it was used to create flowing borders, cartouche 
designs, scroll patterns and decorative title flourishes. ❧ The by-gone method of photo-inclusion will be taught as well. ❧ And, as always, 
participants will be able to study numerous original penmanship specimens from past and present master penmen. 

The Engrossing Spencerian Saga is truly special; there is no other program offered anywhere that presents all the aspects of Engrossing in such 
detail or depth. ❧ Previous experience in Engrossing is not required, but knowledge of basic calligraphy will be helpful. ❧ The dates for the 
Engrossing Spencerian Saga are October 9-15, 2011. ❧ The fee for this unique program is $800 [includes registration and instruction].

Early registrants will lodge at the Lakehouse Inn – the restful Bed-and-Breakfast Inn located on the shore of Lake Erie. ❧ The Inn is also the site 
of our program. ❧ Due to the special nature of the 25th year anniversary of the Saga and the expanded facilities of our classroom, we are allowing 
a maximum of 25 students. Increased attendance is anticipated which may exceed room availability at the Lakehouse Inn. ❧ In the event that you 
register and this occurs, Andrea Bushweiler (our Innkeeper) will assist you with the information about the alternate lodging at the new Geneva 
State Park Lodge, a modern 110-room hotel facility one block away from the Lakehouse Inn. ❧ Regardless of lodging location, meal service for all 
participants will be available at the Lakehouse Inn. 

Upon registration, Andrea will inform you of fees for lodging and meals. Please remember that all individuals wishing to attend the Engrossing 
Spencerian Saga MUST register separately with Michael Sull for the week-long program and also with Andrea Bushweiler for accommodations 
(meals and lodging).

A workshop store will be open daily for those who wish to purchase their supplies and related items. ❧ We hope you consider joining us; it will be a 
learning experience to be remembered.

Sincerely,

Engrossing Spencerian Saga 2011
October 9-15, 2011

Michael Sull Harvest Crittenden

Debra Sull



Engrossing Spencerian Saga Workshop  
Registration Information
All participants and guests must be registered with fees paid-
in-full prior to the workshop.
Full-week Participants

Registration Fee $800. This includes instruction only.
To register, please mail a minimum $250 deposit to Michael Sull.
It is your responsibility to mail in the balance of your fees no later 
than August 21, 2011. Send a check or money order (in U.S. 
currency) made payable to Michael R. Sull, or send your credit card 
information (MasterCard or VISA). We also accept PayPal.

Engrossing Spencerian Saga
c/o The Lettering Design Group

5830 Nall Avenue, Suite 2
Mission, KS 66202

Lodging and Meals
Sleeping Accommodations
Participant lodging at the Lake House Inn will be housed two to a 
room. Linens and bedding are provided. A very limited number of 
single rooms are available at an extra charge and on a first come, 
first serve basis. Contact the Lakehouse Inn directly for lodging 
and meals. The standard fee for lodging and meals is $550. The 
Lakehouse Inn is a non-smoking facility.

Dining Facilities
Breakfast and lunches will be served at the Lakehouse Inn. 
Breakfast on Saturday, October 15 will be the last meal served. 
Dinners will be alternately served at the Lakehouse Inn and several 
local restaurants.

Weather in Northeastern Ohio
Participants will not do much walking (or stair climbing) during 
the week. Typical weather for October in northeastern Ohio is damp 
with fairly mild temperatures. It is recommended that participants 
bring rainwear, an umbrella and casual clothing. It will tend to get 
chilly in the evenings.

Your Materials List
You are welcome to bring your own supplies with you. Materials 
will, however, be available for purchase at the workshop. A workshop 
store will be open each day for participants. Cash, personal checks, 
VISA or MasterCard will be accepted. You may also bring a camera 
to photograph artwork.

Here is a list a supplies recommended for class: 
Broad-edge calligraphy pens ❧ Suitable ink for dip pens (Higgins 
Engrossing or Eternal, or Speedball Super Black India Ink – 
student’s choice) ❧ Penholders (straight and oblique) • Pointed pen 
nibs (suggest 3 of any of these brands: Nikko G, T. Ishikawa Zebra, 
Leonardt Principle, Gillott 303 or 404) ❧ Good drawing paper 
(suggest Strathmore 400 or 500 series drawing paper or comparable 
brand 9” x 12” tablet) ❧ Ruling pen ❧ At least tow round-ferruled 
artist sable brushes (No. 1 or 2) ❧ Gouache (preferably a red, blue, 
yellow and white) ❧ Watercolor (Payne’s Gray, Prussian Blue, a 
medium green and red) ❧ 9” x 12” pad of ¼” grid graph paper 
❧ 9” x 12” pad of tracing paper ❧ Watercolor pencils (gray, dark 
blue, medium green, red and yellow) ❧ 12” standard ruler with 
a raised edge ❧ 12” center finding ruler ❧ Sharp pencil (no. 2 or 
3) ❧ White vinyl or plastic eraser ❧ Ink for script and Off-hand 
Flourishing (McCaffery’s or Old World Ink)

A Recap of the Specifics
Location: Geneva-On-The-Lake, Ohio
Lodging and Meals: The Lakehouse Inn Bed and Breakfast 
5653 Lake Road Geneva-On-The-Lake, Ohio 44041 
(440) 466-8668
Dates: October 9-15, 2011
Cost: $800 per person – this includes all activities and handouts and 
program. This fee does not include your lodging and meals, writing 
supplies or shuttle transportation from the Cleveland Airport to the 
Lakehouse Inn.
Skill-levels: Registration is open to those who have previously 
attended a Spencerian Saga program and/or possesses a competent 
degree of skill in script penmanship.
Register Early: Registration is limited to twenty-five participants, 
so please register early if you wish to attend. To register for 
the Advanced Saga, fill out the form included in this packet of 
information and send it along with a minimum of $250 deposit in 
U.S. currency. Or we take MasterCard or VISA. We also accept 
PayPal. Checks or money orders made payable to: Michael R. 
Sull. Mail your registration form to:

Engrossing Spencerian Saga
c/o The Lettering Design Group

5830 Nall Avenue, Suite 2
Mission, KS 66202

Lodging and meals at the Lakehouse Inn costs $550 per person. 
Contact Andrea Bushweiler at the Lakehouse Inn (440.466.8668).

If You have Additional Questions
If there is anything we have not covered, please contact Michael 
Sull at his studio. His phone number is (913) 362.7864. Sorry, we 
cannot accept collect calls. Our fax number is (913) 362.2236.

Engrossing Spencerian Saga 2011
October 9-15, 2011

spencerian.com



Engrossing Spencerian Saga 2011
October 9-15, 2011

REGISTRATION FORM

Please mail this completed registration form to the 2011 Engrossing Spencerian Saga along with a minimum deposit of $250 (see our 
refund policy at the bottom of this page). Checks or money orders should be made out to Michael R. Sull. Please Note: It is your 
responsibility to make sure your balance of $800 is mailed in no later than  August 26, 2011. We also accept PayPal.

MAIL YOUR REGISTRATION AND DEPOSIT TO:
2011 Engrossing Spencerian Saga 
c/o The Lettering Design Group
5830 Nall Avenue, Suite 2
Mission, Kansas 66202

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IN ORDER TO REGISTER FOR 
THE 2011 ENGROSSING SPENCERIAN SAGA WORKSHOP PROGRAM:

Name:

Address Line 1:

Address Line 2:

City:

State and ZIP Code:

Phone (Daytime and Evening):

ENCLOSED IS A PAYMENT OF: (MINIMUM $250 FOR DEPOSIT)

Method of payment:  m Check     m Money Order     m VISA     m MasterCard     m PayPal

For credit card payments, please supply the following information:

Name on card:

Card Number:

Expiration Date:

(You may pay or charge any portion or the entire amount of the total $800 workshop fee)

Please write in specific amount enclosed:

REFUND POLICY
Persons who have registered for the Engrossing Spencerian Saga and find they must cancel their reservations due to personal or family 
circumstances are eligible for the following refund policy. For those who must cancel before August 26, 2011 all paid registration fees will be 
refunded. For those who cancel on August 26 - September 8, all registration fees will be refunded except for the $250 deposit. Cancellations 
after September 8 are entitled to a $200 refund until September 26. No refunds will be given for cancellations after September 26, 2011.

         FOR STAFF USE ONLY:

            Amount Paid:                                                                                   Acknowledgement Sent:


